
Welcome to 'Wake Up Call'
your weekly email support from

HELPING PEOPLE
WORK WELL

Fathers And Bosses
Did you know there are some things which you take to work that you
have no idea that you are bringing with you?  Let me tell you what I
mean:

Some time ago I was talking with a lady who was having trouble with
her line manager.  She felt he didn’t value her work or encourage her.
She was committed to her work and trying to do it well but her boss
was continually disappointing her.  She felt he didn’t understand or try
to build her up as an employee.  The overwhelming feeling was that of
disappointment.

Now I happened to know the person she was taking about and I was a
little surprised at this.  Certainly, like everyone, he wasn’t perfect but I
hadn’t seen him in this light before.

After a few more questions we got to taking about this lady’s
background and in particular her father.

It turned out that he had left her and her mother and been an absentee
for many years.  As she sketched a picture of her father she spoke of
her hurt and disappointment at his leaving, and her frustration that he
never really kept in touch with her career.  You didn’t need to be a
genius to notice that she was using the same language as she had used
about her boss.

Slowly she realised that she was bringing something to work with her
of which she had been unaware.  As she packed her briefcase she was
inadvertently placing her anger and resentment towards her father next
to her organiser.  When her boss behaved in a way which reminded
her of her father her reaction kicked in.  More significantly she was
hoping that her boss would be something her father never was – loving,
kind and nurturing.  This is too much to ask of a manager – even a
good one.  They are not fathers.  When the crowds wanted to turn
Paul and Barnabas into gods, Paul shouted “We are only men, human
like you”.

It can be very dangerous to make someone what they are not nor can
never be.  Turning a boss into a father is a set-up for disappointment.
There is a Father who doesn’t let us down.  Turning to Him we can find
forgiveness for those who have wronged us.  We can find
encouragement in our work and a new vision to see people as they
really are.  Life only really makes sense when He is the Boss as well.

Please note there will be no
Bible Reading link for 10th June as

we are finalising our new web
site.  References are in Wake Up

News - as is a suggestion for
Father’s Day.
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at the end of this email
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Please note that over the next few weeks
we are in the process of upgrading our

websites and email.  Also please note our
new email address of

wakeupcall@worknetuk.org
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Wake Up Call only.  For general
enquiries please use
info@worknetuk.org

The WorkNet Partnership, 56 Baldry Gardens, London SW16 3DJ
Vox.020 8764 8080     Fax.020 8764 3030

www.worknetuk.org/partnership

WAKE UP NEWS:
Want a present that will do your dad good?  How about the Watchmaker’s Questionnaire? Visit

www.worknetuk.org/thewatchmaker for details.

This Wake up Call is linked to Romans 8: 12 - 17 which can be read below.

12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to
it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For
you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And
by him we cry, "Abba, Father." 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. 17Now
if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his
sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
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