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Teamwork
Anyone who says teamwork is not always the most successful approach
or dares to suggest that teams can be a pain in the neck, is in danger of
being burnt or rather fired for being a heretic.

Of course we know in our hearts that jobs get done well when people
co-operate, but teamwork can be extremely difficult in its own right.
Proving the saying that there is nothing new under the sun we can look
back into writings that are nearly two millennia old for some inspiration
in our team thinking.

God has revealed Himself as a shepherd; the good shepherd who cares
for His sheep; the shepherd who goes after one when ninety-nine are
up to speed.  Every team needs its shepherding characteristics so that
each individual’s well being is addressed.

God has revealed Himself as a gardener.  The gardener plants, waters,
weeds, prunes and harvests.  The gardener brings together many
factors to create a healthy and satisfying living system.  Every team
needs its gardening characteristic so that the living group as a whole
can function healthily, produce fruit and enjoy satisfaction.  No
gardener will concentrate on one plant and ignore the others because
it’s a living system.

God has revealed himself as a builder.  The builder makes things.  He or
she joins things together.  He fashions and shapes, using all the tools of
the trade.  The builder delivers the end product.  Every team needs its
building characteristic.  Caring for individuals and growing a team must
result in the job getting done.

So there it is, it’s not new, the individual, the team and the task or The
Shepherd, the Gardener and the Builder.  Maybe the subject should be
called team gardening rather than team building, but next time the team
gets in a mess and someone says ‘God help us’ He already has.
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In order to deliver a better service to you we are upgrading our data handling.  There is no need to do
anything now but we will be inviting you to visit our site to check your registration during November your

co-operation will be appreciated and your feedback valued.

John 10

14"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I
must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.

John 15

1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes  so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean
because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.
4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

Matt.16

18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades  will not
overcome it

Hebrews 3

3Jesus has been found worthy of greater honour than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater
honour than the house itself. 4For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything.
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