
 28th April 2003  

  
Welcome to 

Wake Up Call 
Your weekly email support from WorkNet 

  
  Team Failure 

 

All for one and one for all.  United we stand.  No one player 
is more important than this club.  Whether it is historical 
phrases or modern slogans, teamwork is the order of the day 
--but what happens if someone in the team is no good? 

When someone lets the side down it has a dramatic knock-on 
effect on the others.  This is especially the case if the team is 
small and trusting of one another.  An account manager caught 
embezzling, a salesman lying, a manager giving secrets to a 
competitor, a finance director siphoning off funds, a store man 
stealing stock.  The rest feel let down, betrayed and angry.  
Sometimes the finger is pointed at the team leader.  Why 
didn’t he or she spot the problem?  How did the rotten apple 
get into the barrel in the first place?  Good leadership means 
preventing such damaging practices.  This exposes the 
incompetence of the leader. 

Would that it were that simple.  Jesus chose twelve team 
members.  He spent a whole night in prayer on top of thirty 
years in life before He picked His personnel.  He then spent 
three years training them on the job.  He told them, He 
showed them, He debriefed them, and He trained them. 

And yet - Philip didn’t understand, Peter denied Him, Judas 
betrayed Him, a group ran away and Thomas doubted Him. 

Teamwork is messy.  If Jesus Christ had a messy team why 
should we expect to be perfect?  Out of the original twelve 
only one, Judas was beyond redemption but all the others had 
to go through failure to achieve success.  Anyone who has no 
room for human beings in their team is doomed to long-term 
failure.  Jesus Christ included short-term failure in His budget, 
knowing that if there was a willingness to try again, long-term 
success would result.  It’s neither team nor leadership that 
guarantees success, it’s knowing what matters, then 
persevering with real people even when it’s messy.  

WORK WELL 
Geoff Shattock, National Director 
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Bible readings for this  
Wake Up Call 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Interested in a booklet of Wake Up 
Calls? See Wake up News below. 

 
 

 
Looking for a new job?  Read the 
Wake Up News at the end of this 

email 
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WAKE UP NEWS

Some people have requested that we produce Wake Up Calls with the bible readings in booklet form so that they can access 
them easily away from the computer. If you would be interested to buy a booklet of the first 52(cost £7 plus p&p) please reply 

by clicking here and put 'yes' in the subject line.  

Looking for a job? We will shortly be looking for a new PA and office manager at WorkNet.  If you are interested please email 
your CV to here and we will be in touch. We are also looking for a webmaster.  

   

 Here is some biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call. 

John 14: 5-14 

5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?" 
6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know my 
Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 
8Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 
9Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among 
you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How 
can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Don't you believe that I am in the 
Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just 
my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 
11Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or 
at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the 
truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will 
do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13And 
I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to 
the Father. 14You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
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