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Welcome to 

Wake Up Call 
Your weekly email support from WorkNet 

  

  Working Spiritually: 
Prodigal Moments 

   
 
Sometimes we experience prodigal moments at work. 
Fragments of time where we realize we have squandered our 
inheritance, wasted our gifts or, wandered away from home. 
The length of the moment can be an hour, a week or years. 
We undermine, compromise, undermine or compromise our 
beliefs or lose our way. 

As you look back on your working life how many times have 
you blown it? You find yourself thinking, saying or doing things 
which you now know to be incorrect. Motivated by greed, 
fear or ambition you chose to behave in a way which 
contradicted your core beliefs or at least went against your 
better judgement. And now you feel away from God. No 
matter, whether the outcome was successful or a failure. No 
matter that it enhanced or inhibited your career. 

But how to find a way back? How to restore your soul and 
look your God full in the face again and not feel uneasy? 

It is at these moments when we come to our senses and long 
for our God that the surprises come. We have strayed into a 
far country of indifference and self-centred behaviour and our 
God forms an open embrace to welcome us rather than a 
clenched fist. His words are welcoming not condemning and 
there is a celebratory rather than a sour note. 

Strangely it is at these times when we discover the deeper 
nature of our Father's heart. Everything about our religion 
tells us that He is angry but, instead there is a party. We don't 
deserve it but He creates the welcome which surprises our 
souls. 

So, we fall, we squander, we compromise and time and again 
He waits and welcomes and patches us up. Nothing is like this 
anywhere else. It's not an invitation to keep falling but to keep 
coming home. It's a working practice that never arises in the 
company rules and it teaches us to work well.  
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Bible reading  

Click on the link above to take you to 
the online Bible reading related to this 

wake up call. 
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Here is some biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call. 

Luke 23:39-43 

39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you 

the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 
40But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, 

"since you are under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for 

we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 

wrong." 
42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

" 
43Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 

paradise." 

 

Luke 23:33-34 

 

33When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, 

along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus 
said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 

John 17:1-5 

 

1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 2"Father, the 
time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you 

granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 

those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know 

you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have 

brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 
5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with 
you before the world began 

Luke 11: 1-4 

1One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of 

his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 

disciples." 
2He said to them, "When you pray, say: 

   " 'Father, 

   hallowed be your name, 

Want a resource for 
Lent? See News below  
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   your kingdom come. 

    3Give us each day our daily bread. 

    4Forgive us our sins, 

       for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

   And lead us not into temptation 

  

  

WAKE UP NEWS

OUR NEW RESOURCE WORKTALK is based on the words of Jesus from the cross. As such it is an excellent course to use 
during Lent. Not only will it give you a new insight into your work but will help you focus on the work of Christ on the cross 

as you prepare for Easter. Order your copy and we will send it to you straight away so you can use it at this Lent time. 
CLICK HERE TO VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE  

There are a range of resources including the seven commissioned poems to download 
 

We are planning our next retreat for 26/27th February please visit here for details and booking form (places are limited)  

WorkNet is looking for a Projects Manager/PA to Geoff Shattock to work particularly on the exciting new Worktalk project. 
If you are interested in this role (flexible hours) please email your CV to geoff@worknetuk.org .  

   

 The WorkNet Partnership, 56 Baldry Gardens, London SW16 3DJ 
T: +44 (0)20 8764 8080 
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