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Welcome to 
Wake Up Call 

Your weekly email support from WorkNet 

 

  Calling Continued 

   

  

A few years ago, I complimented a neighbour of mine on the 
appearance of his front garden. An atheist who liked to joke with me 
about my faith, he quoted the story of the man who had once 
commented in a similar situation, "God and you have made a beautiful 
garden". To which the reply came, "you should have seen it when 
God had it to himself". 

Sometimes we find ourselves in thorny, difficult and barren territory. 
We know that the ground needs to be worked and the problems 
addressed. Some of our challenges can appear to be overwhelming 
and job threatening, with a hint of damage to our health. Advice will 
come from some to let go, trust, and allow God to deal with the 
problem. Contrasting advisers will encourage us to get tough and fight 
our way out of the difficulties. So what is God calling us to do? 

Esther was queen in the ancient Iranian empire because she was 
incredibly beautiful. Her calling to her royal position was related to 
her gift of beauty from God. 

A crisis emerged, however, that put her life in danger. Her Jewish 
compatriots were under death threats and she was called upon to act. 
But what was she being called to do? To give whole situation over to 
God or to come out fighting? Her response revealed that as well as 
her beauty, she had great skill - both of which were gifts deliberately 
given to her. 

Her strategy of response had several stages. First, she asked those in 
trouble to fast for her. Second, she and her team would fast too. 
Third, she would take her life in her hands and go to the king. Fourth, 
and this was very skilful, she would go to the king, as beautiful as 
possible, but with a thoughtful plan of requests and tactics. As you 
read this piece you may be thinking that it is being patronising to 
Esther by mentioning her beauty too many times. But this is to miss 
the point. For Esther to fulfil her calling she needed both her beauty 
and her skills. She would have failed if she had played down either 
one. It was neither God on his own nor Esther on her own that 
would clear this thorny problem. As Esther allowed her beauty and 
her skills to co-operate with God, the situation started to resolve. 

Calling is about everything you are. God uses everything about you to 
enable you to fulfil it. What can appear to be natural characteristics or 
developed skills are all tools in this process. Calling is about co-
operating with God. My neighbour missed the point that God's 
gardens are supposed to have gardeners and the end result is 
achieved by divine, human co-operation. So God and all of you can 
make a beautiful garden (office, school, business, practice etc) - that is 
your calling. 

WORK WELL 
Geoff Shattock, National Director 
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Bible reading  

Click on the link above to take you to the 
online Bible reading related to this wake 

up call. 
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Here is some biblical background for this week's Wake Up 
Call 

Esther 4:15- 7:10 
 

Esther 4 
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 "Go, gather together 
all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When 
this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. 
And if I perish, I perish." 
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther's instructions. 

 
Esther 5 
Esther's Request to the King 
1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the 
inner court of the palace, in front of the king's hall. The king was 

sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. 2 When he 
saw Queen Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and 
held out to her the gold sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther 
approached and touched the tip of the sceptre. 
3 Then the king asked, "What is it, Queen Esther? What is your 
request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you." 
4 "If it pleases the king," replied Esther, "let the king, together with 
Haman, come today to a banquet I have prepared for him." 
5 "Bring Haman at once," the king said, "so that we may do what 
Esther asks." 

So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. 6 

As they were drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, "Now what 
is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? Even 
up to half the kingdom, it will be granted." 
7 Esther replied, "My petition and my request is this: 8 If the king 
regards me with favour and if it pleases the king to grant my petition 
and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the 
banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king's 
question." 
 
Haman's Rage Against Mordecai 
9 Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he 
saw Mordecai at the king's gate and observed that he neither rose 
nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against 

Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went 
home. 

Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, 11 Haman boasted 
to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the 
king had honoured him and how he had elevated him above the 

other nobles and officials. 12 "And that's not all," Haman added. "I'm 
the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the 
banquet she gave. And she has invited me along with the king 

tomorrow. 13 But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I see that 
Jew Mordecai sitting at the king's gate." 
14 His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, "Have a gallows 
built, seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to have 
Mordecai hanged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and be 
happy." This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the gallows 
built. 
 
Esther 6 
Mordecai Honoured 
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1 That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the 
chronicles, the record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 
2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana 
and Teresh, two of the king's officers who guarded the doorway, 
who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 
3 "What honour and recognition has Mordecai received for this?" the 
king asked. 
"Nothing has been done for him," his attendants answered. 
4 The king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered 
the outer court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging 
Mordecai on the gallows he had erected for him. 
5 His attendants answered, "Haman is standing in the court." 

"Bring him in," the king ordered. 
6 When Haman entered, the king asked him, "What should be done 
for the man the king delights to honour?" 
Now Haman thought to himself, "Who is there that the king would 

rather honour than me?" 7 So he answered the king, "For the man 
the king delights to honour, 8 have them bring a royal robe the king 
has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest 
placed on its head. 9 Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to 
one of the king's most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king 
delights to honour, and lead him on the horse through the city 
streets, proclaiming before him, 'This is what is done for the man the 
king delights to honour!' " 
10 "Go at once," the king commanded Haman. "Get the robe and the 
horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who 
sits at the king's gate. Do not neglect anything you have 
recommended." 
11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and 
led him on horseback through the city streets, proclaiming before 
him, "This is what is done for the man the king delights to honour!" 
12 Afterward Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman 

rushed home, with his head covered in grief, 13 and told Zeresh his 
wife and all his friends everything that had happened to him. 
His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, "Since Mordecai, before 
whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand 

against him-you will surely come to ruin!" 14 While they were still 
talking with him, the king's eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman away 
to the banquet Esther had prepared. 
 
Esther 7 
Haman Hanged 
1 So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, 2 and as 
they were drinking wine on that second day, the king again asked, 
"Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is 
your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted." 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, "If I have found favour with you, O 
king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life-this is my 

petition. And spare my people-this is my request. 4 For I and my 
people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation. 
If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would have 
kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the 
king.  " 
5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, "Who is he? Where is the man 
who has dared to do such a thing?" 
6 Esther said, "The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman." 

Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got 
up in a rage, left his wine and went out into the palace garden. But 
Haman, realizing that the king had already decided his fate, stayed 
behind to beg Queen Esther for his life. 
8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet 
hall, Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was reclining. 
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The king exclaimed, "Will he even molest the queen while she is with 
me in the house?" 
As soon as the word left the king's mouth, they covered Haman's 

face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, "A 
gallows seventy-five feet [ high stands by Haman's house. He had it 
made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king." 

The king said, "Hang him on it!" 10 So they hanged Haman on the 
gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king's fury subsided. 

WAKE UP NEWS

If you are thinking about your role or your sense of calling and need some help we run retreats for just such a purpose. Email 
Fiona on info@worknetuk.org and ask to be added to the retreat enquiry list. Visit here for more information.   

Apologies for the late arrival of Wake Up Call again this week we had another temporary IT problem which needed resolving.  

 If you would like to know more about our Group Registration Service for your group please email Fiona Mearns on 
info@worknetuk.org   

OUR NEW RESOURCE WORKTALK is based on the words of Jesus from the cross.  

CLICK HERE TO VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE  
There are a range of resources including the seven commissioned poems to download 
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