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Welcome to 
Wake Up Call 

Your weekly email support from WorkNet 

  
  Irritating or Magnetic? 

   

There is a proverb which says "if anyone loudly blesses a neighbour 
early in the morning it will be taken as a curse" (27: 14). Those of 
you who are not morning types will know the feeling. There is 
something deeply irritating about someone who wants reach for the 
sky when you want to crawl under a stone. There is a brand of 
bright and sunny which creates a reaction of dark and cynical in 
others and provokes not happiness but mockery. Maybe in writing 
these lines I am giving away my character or cultural background 
but even so, if Solomon is to be believed, sometimes Middle Eastern 
mornings could be spoilt. 

To add to the syndrome, many who do not attend church will add 
the words "cheesy grin" to their descriptions of Christians, thus 
identifying the brand as being part of a smile franchise purely 
designed to annoy the real people and sell a bland superficiality. 

Yet there is something compelling about a person who radiates a 
positive inner warmth. This magnetism is particularly powerful 
when the individual concerned is facing a difficult moment, a 
pressurised workload or some unfair treatment. Someone who, in 
the face of physical or mental pain, has an aura of calm or openness 
invites others not to mock but to investigate. This person may not 
take themselves obsessively seriously but others sit up and take 
notice. A warm yet thoughtful demeanour invites others to move in 
closer in a cold and unforgiving working climate. It is because such a 
person has an air of reality which transcends market forces, 
business trends or customer behaviour that their lives are 
intriguing. There is another threat to this lifestyle. For some, 
Christian teaching has encouraged the view that faith is not about 
happiness and that God's will will always include a large dose of 
difficulty, sacrifice and pain. 

Nevertheless, Paul is quite clear "be joyful always" when he writes 
to his faithful friends. Clearly, this joyfulness is not of the irritating 
but the magnetic type. It is not determined by the last team meeting 
or boss's comment. It is not measured by the amount of money 
coming in. If it were, it would be unreasonable to be expected to be 
joyful always. The nutrients for this lifestyle must come from the 
spirit of God Himself. The endless, continuous characteristic can 
only be sourced from a timeless supplier. There is a depth, power 
and complexity to this joyful trait which generates blessing not 
cursing. It is not loud in the morning or cheesy during the day. It is 
not superficial or irrelevant or hallmarked with a stamp of unreality. 
It shines in the stressed moments and flourishes under pressure. 
The main emotion it provokes is envy: people will want what you 
have found. Paul continues that far from being false this is in fact 
God's will for you and the final clue to its origin, he explains, is that 

it is "in Christ Jesus". Yet again, His work rescues ours.  
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Geoff Shattock, National Director 

©Geoff Shattock, Oct 25th 2004 

 

 
Recommend 

a friend

Update 
your profile

Donate 

Visit 
WorkNet

Register

Archive 

Wake Up Call 
enquiries

WorkNet enquiries

Unsubscribe 

  

Bible reading  

Click on the link above to take you to the 
online Bible reading related to this wake 

up call. 

book online for the 
London WorkTalk 

conference - see news 

Reflecting on your 
future? See Retreat 

news below...  

 

 



  

Here is some biblical background to this week's Wake Up Call 

1 Thessalonians 5 
 
Final Instructions 

 
12Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who work 
hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 
13Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in 

peace with each other. 14And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn 
those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 

everyone. 15Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but 

always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else. 
16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
19Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20do not treat prophecies with 

contempt. 21Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of 

evil. 
23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do 

it. 

Visit the online shop 
for WorkTalk and 
other resources 

 

  

 

 

 

  

WAKE UP NEWS

Thank you for your prayers for our National Director. Geoff starts a six week (once a week) physio course on 4th 

November.  

Latest news on WorkTalk Conferences - Canterbury Conference has been postponed but places still available for  

London Conference on 6 November - book on-line via our website shop.   

Our next WorkNet Watchmaker Retreat is on 2nd and 3rd December at Waverley Abbey. Visit here for more information.   

 If you would like to know more about our Group Registration Service for your group please email Fiona Mearns on 
info@worknetuk.org   

OUR LEADING RESOURCE WORKTALK is based on the words of Jesus from the cross.  

CLICK HERE TO VISIT THE NEW WEBSITE  
There are a range of resources including the seven commissioned poems to download 
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