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Welcome to

Wake Up Call

your weekly email support from WorkNet

Let Downs

It is always difficult to grade such things as feelings,
but it is reasonable to suggest that there can be few
worse feelings than those associated with being let
down. When someone misses a deadline or fails to
deliver a small part of a project, you experience the

milder form of this feeling. When an important contract

is lost through incompetence, feelings become more
intense. When a thriving company is taken from profit
to bankruptcy, leaving thousands of staff pensionless,
you move to the further reaches of this scale. Life and
work is full of disappointments. Times when a hope is
unrealised or an expectation unmet.

There are factors, however, which make the experience
significantly more unpleasant. A finance director caught
embezzling funds or a research worker selling company

secrets. Now there is an element of the deliberate, the
malicious and the vindictive. The descriptive language
moves now from that of "let down" to "betrayal". You
are still experiencing, however, something which is
corporate, professional or objective. Your reaction may
be intense but you may be able to distance yourself
from the event.

At other times the experience can be more painful.
When you allow yourself to become close to an
individual, you open yourself to the rewards of
friendship and loyalty but there are also some
significant risks. It is the nightmare scenario when an

individual you trust and like deliberately betrays you as

a person and exposes you to danger and harm. Here
being objective and professional is much more difficult.
The feelings are more extreme and they consist of hurt
as well as regret.

Such was the experience of Jesus Christ with Judas
Iscariot. He was the financial director for a small group

of close friends. Jesus had allowed him to get close yet,

for reasons which are not always as simple as they
seem, Judas chose to deliberately betray Jesus into the
hands of his enemies. Some see his motives as
financial, others see that he was trying to force Jesus'
hand into taking on the authorities; either way it was a
betrayal and was executed with an ironic kiss.

I want to suggest a couple of positives to take into
your week from this negative story. First, Jesus
understands betrayal at its deepest level. Judas'
deliberate actions inflicted the first wounds of the night
on a friend. Whatever you feel, whether it be the mild
form of let down or the extreme fire of betrayal, Jesus
understands.
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Second, this betrayal triggered the sequence of events
which we all know needed to take place to effect our
rescue. The betrayal did not stop Jesus on this path to
finishing His work, rather He used it for His purposes.
Betrayal never stops the faithful follower from arriving.
It wounds, it hurts, it can slow progress down but it
cannot halt. Judas' betrayal of Jesus did not stop you
being rescued and any betrayal you face will not stop
your life's work. It was always so and it still is.
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Here is some biblical background to this week's
Wake Up Call

Matthew 26: 47-50
Jesus Arrested

4+’While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the
Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed
with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and
the elders of the people. “8Now the betrayer had
arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the
man; arrest him.” 4°Going at once to Jesus, Judas said,
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.

0jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.”

Wake Up News

e The WorkTalk course is based on the seven sayings of our Lord from the cross.
As such it is an ideal resource to use for Lent. If you haven't got your copy, you
can order it now from our on-line shop and use it for your personal meditation
as well as a learning programme. You can listen to the CDs in the car and
prepare yourself for the Easter period by focusing on the cross.

e All Saints' Church, Ripley, Derbyshire are hosting a Working Spiritually
Conference on 5 March. The day will be led by Geoff Shattock and will cover
issues such as dealing with personal pressure and stress, witnessing at work
and balancing work and home life. For tickets or further information please
telephone 01773 570011 (9.30am-12.30pm) or e-mail ascs85@dsl.pipex.com If
you are interested in finding out how such an event could help your church
make vital links between faith and work, contact Fiona on info@worknetuk.org

e Ever wondered how you could use your business skills to make a difference?
Transformational Business Network are holding a one-day conference in
London on Friday 11 March to address the unacceptable scandal of global
poverty. Click here to find out how your business talents can make an impact in
the most needy areas of the world.

e Thank you to all those who have already made a commitment to support
WorkNet in prayer - we are greatly encouraged by the continued response. If



you would like to become a prayer partner and support WorkNet's ministry
through prayer, click on the prayer button on the left for more information.

e If you would like to know more about our Group Registration Service for your

group please email Fiona Mearns, our office manager, using the Group Register
button.
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