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When you've been trying to decide on some move that matters to you, you may
have been encouraged to "follow your dream". Even if that was not the exact
Online Shop phrase used, it is a very common idea to pursue that which excites or inspires you.
It is certainly better to engage your energy in something that interests you and
holds your attention than be bored and unfulfilled.
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- The following of a dream on its own, however, may not be enough. There are
inherent dangers such as following an unrealistic expectation or more likely a
slightly self-centred ambition. The human heart is not always so purely motivated
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as to leave us with noble dreams which will enrich us or others. The dream to be see below
WarkTalk rich, powerful, famous or less ambitiously, financially secure, free and in control,
: may be your dream but its pursuit could also be unhelpful to you.
Learning
Unsubscribe This is not to say that God looks unfavourably on our dreams or that they are to be

dismissed or ignored. Jesus' invitation, however, was not to follow a dream but a

WorkNet Bonds || person. That person was Himself and the invitation was to "follow me" - it still is.

Just to back track for a moment, it is not unreasonable to suppose that characters
such as Peter and Andrew were fishermen by choice. They were not in the business
simply to make money - there are other, perhaps less dangerous and more reliable,
ways of making a living. Presumably, they wanted to be good fishermen and make
enough for themselves and their families with as much to spare as possible. They
may even have had dreams of greater success in the fishing business.
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Jesus' invitation to them was to follow Him and discover another kind of fishing. A
different dream but not wholly unrelated. 'Come and fish for people' was the
invitation. For Zacchaeus, following Christ involved staying put but doing his job
differently - fulfilling a dream of an honest tax collector. Most people would consider
an honest tax collector as a dream in the fictitious sense, but in the case of
Zacchaeus, it was something he was called to achieve.

For all these characters and countless others who have come afterwards, capturing
the dream to follow came after the decision to follow Christ. It is a sign of the
pouring out of the Spirit of God that we will dream dreams and have visions.
Following them, I would suggest will only be fulfilling if we follow Christ. Maybe this
is because He knows us well enough to know what would really inspire us and at the
same time be extraordinarily good for us, not to mention being worth the effort.
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Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call

Matthew 4: 18-20



18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon
called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. 1°"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of
men." 20At once they left their nets and followed him.

Acts 2: 17

177 'In the last days, God says,

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,

your old men will dream dreams.
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Online News o WorkNet is looking for someone to fulfil the vital role of Assistant to Geoff Shattock. A
e reworded Job and Person description is now available on the online news page follow the
Prayer _JJ link on the left to view or download. If you are interested in this post, please send your CV

to geoff@worknetuk.org If you know someone who may be interested, please make this
important need known to them.
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o e Geoff's prayer news and Summer conference diary is available for you to read or
download on the prayer partner page.

e The WorkTalk course is based on the seven sayings of our Lord from the cross. If you
haven't got your copy, you can order it now from our on-line shop and use it for your
personal meditation as well as a learning programme.

WorkNet, 56 Baldry Gardens, London SW16 3DJ]
T: +44 (0)20 8764 8080
http://www.worknetuk.org/
info@worknetuk.org






