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SOM 8 - Right or Broken? 
  

WorkTalk The DVD pack is now here online offer See News Below 

(TASTER DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO FILES NOW UP AT THE WORKTALK WEB 

SITE http://www.worktalk.org.uk) 

This is part of a six-month series looking at the Sermon on the Mount from 

a workplace angle: enjoy the ride! 

  

The marketplace is full of units of input designed to produce resulting behaviour. 

Before you splutter coffee over your keyboard (or whatever your tipple on whatever 

your workspace) let me explain. 

We call them codes of practice, guidelines, procedures or even advice. We use the 

words protocols, best practice or directives to prescribe and proscribe what should 

and should not be done. In health and safety manuals there are rules and 

regulations which literally govern our practice. 

We are not unfamiliar with the consequences of ignoring advice, procedures or 

regulations. The phrase “gross misconduct” is the catch-all trap which is triggered 

when you step out of or over the line. 

When it comes to spirituality we have a tendency to feel there is a softer edge. It is 

about friendship with God and an outworking of a personal relationship with Jesus. 

The Sermon on the Mount contains around forty five such units of input. Jesus does 

not describe them as guidelines, suggestions or even principles. He calls them 

commandments. The response to these commandments should be to practice them 

and teach them or it could be to break them and teach others to break them. The 

result of the path of practice is greatness in the Kingdom of Heaven. He is not 

saying that keeping them is the way to earn your status – He has already spelt out 

that poverty of spirit is the precursor to rescue. The keeping of the commandments 

is an expression of the Kingdom not the entry terms. (By the way if any of this 

sounds legalistic, tedious and heavy the first of the forty five is “rejoice and be glad” 

Matthew 5:12). 

So if you want to move from the ordinary to the extraordinary, from the least to the 

greatest, to be a powerful expression of faith here are the tools. They are not 

optional extras they are there to be obeyed. Interestingly the scale runs from least 

to greatness in relation to obedience. Thank God it doesn’t run from being out to 

being in. That would be to miss the point of the sermon. Anyone who thinks these 

commandments don’t matter at all because they are merely fruit will need to 

remember that it is by our fruit that we are known and by our fruit that our power is 

demonstrated so let’s go for greatness. Jesus is about to spell out the rules of the 

“game”. (Matthew 5:17-20) 

Work Well, 

Geoff Shattock 

  
DVD news 

 

see below 
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Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call 

Matthew 5 v 17-20 

17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and 

earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 

means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Anyone who 

breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same 

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches 

these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that 

unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 

law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

  
 

Wake Up News 

  

 

Are you enjoying WakeUpCall? 

Finding it helpful? 

Why not recommend it to a friend? 

Click on the 'Update Profile' button above (which leads to the member's login screen), login 

and click on Recommend a Friend. We ask you to login so as to help avoid un-wanted 

spam. We will tell your friend that you recommended WakeUpCall to them. 

Follow the 'Forgotten your member name or password' link to recover these, if necessary. 

  

� Worktalk DVD set - Available NOW - Order your  copy of the WorkTalk DVD 

set now click here to order 

 

� Please take the 2 minute church and work survey. Follow this link  Thank 

you. This survey was put online for us by SurveyAssist.com who 

offer solutions for many kinds of online and offline questionnaire projects-IF 

YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE RESULTS click here 

 

� Geoff Shattock is on Sabbatical from 1 September 2006 to end Feb 2007. Please pray 

for him over this time. You can email WorkNet on the usual addresses and you will be 

directed to the right people.   

 

� WAKE UP CALL ARCHIVES HAS BEEN UPDATED THERE ARE NOW AROUND 

200 PAST EDITIONS 

 

� Wake Up Call tips - please don't reply to your Wake Up Call we do not monitor that 

address. If you want to contact WorkNet follow the contact link in your Wake Up Call. 

If you want to unsubscribe or change your profile (email or other details)-follow those 

links on the left hand side of your Wake Up Call -we are generally unable to update 

your profile for you but have made it very easy for you do do it online. Thank you.  

 

Also remember to have a look at the Bible sections for the biblical background to your 

Wake Up Call  
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