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Part ten - Unbuilt Roads (based on Jeremiah 18:15) 
  

Please post your TopTip on 'Balancing Home and Work Life? Click here for 

details.   

Would you like to post a Birthday Greeting for WorkNet's tenth birthday? 

See News below 

The Roads Best Travelled 

Part ten - Unbuilt Roads (based on Jeremiah 18:15) 

There can be few things more irritating or undermining than being forgotten. It is a 

kind of insult, which gives the impression that you simply don't matter, don't exist 

or are worthless. If someone forgets to call you back, forgets an appointment, 

forgets to do something they promised, it leaves an unpleasant taste. Even if 

someone forgets your name, it is a little undermining. 

This forgetfulness is much easier to deal with if you are sure it is accidental and 

unintended. You comfort yourself with the fact that this just happens sometimes. If 

the person who forgets you is on the periphery of your work, again it is a nuisance 

but not necessarily too serious. 

If, however, someone very close to you forgets you, this is more of a problem. If 

they do it regularly it can become large in your mind. If you also discover that they 

are doing it deliberately then you may feel your anger rising along with your hurt. 

This is the character of the unbuilt road. God uses this metaphor to describe the 

behaviour of His own people who have made a deliberate habit of forgetting Him 

and concocting alternatives to him. The tone of the description contains a note of 

incredulity and horror. It is almost as if God is shocked by what He is experiencing. 

The context asks if anyone has ever heard of something like this. 

As you work week by week you will be faced with the challenge to remember your 

God. The way you remember Him will be by basing your working practices on 

Biblical principles. It will include recognising that your life and work are in His 

hands. It will mean doing everything to or for Him. 

Yet you will also find yourself forgetting. So you may hope that something turns out 

well in a fatalistic or superstitious way. You may find yourself trusting in a banker 

or professional adviser and elevating this person above your God. You may even 

discover that you are sacrificing to the idol of ambition or money. 

It is these mindsets which take you off your path onto a bypath, according to 

Jeremiah. This will cause you to travel on unbuilt roads. You will start to stumble on 

rough, unprepared surfaces and hurt yourself on rocks and stones. 

Anything that you think, feel, say or do which ignores the fact that you are first and 

foremost an adopted child of God will increase your risk. 

Our problems may not be based around burning incense to idols, but they may 

involve nicotine, alcohol, caffeine and ego. They may smell of self-centeredness or 

shallow thinking. They may involve unfair or unwise use of financial resources and 

power. 
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These are all expressions of the 'self', which challenge our faith and lead us to 

forget the Divine. They can lead into self-help, superstitious spirituality as well as 

high risk alternative beliefs. 

And it leaves God incredulous at our actions. Not because we have rejected a 

system or a code of honour, rather God doesn't want us to forget Him because He 

is a deep friend, a loving Father and a long-term companion. It's the pain of 

rejection that He allows Himself to feel. 

If you or those around you walk on these unbuilt roads and forget God then, 

according to Jeremiah, you risk wasting your life, opening yourself to ridicule and 

appalling appearances. The risk is that if you forget and are on this road, it is very 

hard to see your own condition.  

So don't forget. 

Work well, 

Geoff Shattock 

If you would like some help reviewing your life, work or career path, we 

offer one-to-one coaching sessions for just such purposes. Please email 

comms@worknetuk.org for details. 

  

  

 

©Geoff Shattock, 15 October 2007 

 

 

Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call 

Jeremiah 18 v 15 

15 Yet my people have forgotten me; they burn incense to worthless idols, which 

made them stumble in their ways and in the ancient paths. They made them walk 

in bypaths and on roads not built up.  

  
 

Wake Up News 

  

 

� Geoff Shattock is visiting Jacksonville, Florida, 16th-31st October to share the 

WorkTalk vision in the US. Please pray for this trip. More details can be found here.  

� New 'WorkTalk TopTips' pages. At the end of each month we will be working on a 

new resource to create a series of WorkTalk TopTips combining WorkNet members' 

insights with Geoff Shattock's WorkTalk TopTips. Click here to post your TopTip.   

� What is your TopTip for Balancing Home and Work? How do you prioritise in 

such a way as to meet all your responsibilities? How do you learn to allocate time to 

the people you love? How do you stop work taking over your life? How can you learn 

to live in the present? How can you develop a sense of mission and purpose which will 

help you make wise choices?  

� WorkNet is ten years old this year and we would love to hear from you as to how 

you have received a blessing or encouragement through the ministry over these last 

ten years. Have you found a particular WakeUpCall helpful? Have you received 



ministry at a New Wine conference? Have you used WorkTalk individually or in your 

group? Have you had Sunday ministry in your church? Have you had training as an 

individual? We would love to hear birthday greetings and news from you about your 

experiences. Please visit our new Birthday Greetings page and post your greeting. 

Don't forget to also visit the TopTips page and post a tip about 'Pressure and Stress'.  

� WAKE UP CALL ARCHIVES HAS BEEN UPDATED THERE ARE NOW OVER 230 

PAST EDITIONS  

� Worktalk DVD set - Available NOW - Order your  copy of the WorkTalk DVD 

set now click here to order  

� TASTER DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO FILES NOW UP AT THE WORKTALK WEB SITE 

http://www.worktalk.org.uk  

� Wake Up Call tips - please don't reply to your Wake Up Call we do not monitor 

that address.  

 

If you want to contact WorkNet follow this contact link.  

 

If you want to unsubscribe or change your profile (email or other details)-follow the 

update your profile links on the left hand side of your Wake Up Call -we are 

generally unable to update your profile for you but have made it very easy for you do 

do it online. Note it is really important that you update your profile if you change 

your email address otherwise will not get your weekly support Thank you.  

 

Also remember to have a look at the Bible sections for the biblical background to your 

Wake Up Call  
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