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Wake Up Call  
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Part Eleven - The Road to Nineveh (based on Jonah 

3:1-2 and 4:10-11) 
  

Please post your TopTip on 'Balancing Home and Work Life? Click here for 

details.   

Would you like to post a Birthday Greeting for WorkNet's tenth birthday? 

See News below 

The Roads Best Travelled 

Part Eleven - The Road to Nineveh (based on Jonah 3:1-2 and 4:10-11) 

When someone is trying to run away and hide from God, it is easy to observe the 

absurdity of the situation. How can you run or hide from someone who is 

everywhere?  

Such running and hiding is often motivated by fear, self motivated agendas, or out 

and out defiance. It’s futile but not uncommon.  

Such was Jonah’s position. Commanded by God to go east to Iraq , he decides to go 

west to Spain . You have to be afraid and anxious to behave like that. You have to 

be worried that going east would be risky or downright dangerous.  

Before we write him off, it would be worth doing a “running audit”. How many of 

your co-workers are immersing themselves in a sea of work which enables them to 

avoid facing up to God? Some are doing it quite deliberately – for workaholism is an 

addiction to work and an attempted escape from reality. Sometimes we talk about 

people’s search for God. It is equally true that many are running away - like Jonah - 

into a Western workaholism instead of an Eastern promise. You may like to do a 

quick self review of your own situation. Sometimes you hear a call of God – not 

necessarily to a massive project – but to a small behaviour or lifestyle adjustment, 

and you run away, ignore it, or try to hide. Some Christians have explained that 

they are so busy at work that they cannot give much time to church type activity. 

This is a fair comment. But these same people have then said that they are so busy 

at work that they cannot give much time to spiritual matters during the working 

day. This is not a fair comment.  

For all the use that thinking is you may as well be stuck in the belly of a fish. Which 

brings us back to Jonah. God gave him a second chance and this time he does take 

the road to Nineveh .  

There are a number of features of this road. It is a road of changed minds and 

second chances. You may have made a mistake, got your priorities wrong, ignored 

your faith, or gone in the opposite direction. But God will keep calling you back. He 

specialises in second chances, because we specialise in blowing the first ones.  

The road to Nineveh is a road to results which matter. On the course of this road, 

people actually took notice of what Jonah had to say and responded. There is no 

guarantee that all will be easy on this road but people will respect a person who is 

true to their own calling.  

Unfortunately Jonah’s road to Nineveh had not taught him one lesson. He still 
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believed his agenda was more important and his reputation more significant than 

the Divine.  

Angry at God’s kindness to Nineveh , Jonah sulks at the other end of the road. At 

the end of the road to Nineveh waits a wisdom which may lie at the end of all roads. 

God is concerned about rescuing people. People of Iraq , Spain , Israel , and 

everywhere else. People need to be rescued now and forever. Their work, their 

families, their health, and their well-being matter to God. He will keep calling you to 

the road to Nineveh which always will remind you of God’s powerful question:  

“Should I not be concerned about that city?”.  

Work well, 

Geoff Shattock 

If you would like some help reviewing your life, work or career path, we 

offer one-to-one coaching sessions for just such purposes. Please email 

comms@worknetuk.org for details. 

  

  
 

©Geoff Shattock, 22 October 2007 

 

 

Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call 

Jonah 3 v 1-2 

1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 "Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you."  

Jonah 4 v 10-11 

10 But the Lord said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not 

tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But Nineveh 

has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right 

hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that 

great city?"  

  
 

Wake Up News 

  

 

� Geoff Shattock is visiting Jacksonville, Florida, 16th-31st October to share the 

WorkTalk vision in the US. Please pray for this trip. More details can be found here.  

� New 'WorkTalk TopTips' pages. At the end of each month we will be working on a 

new resource to create a series of WorkTalk TopTips combining WorkNet members' 

insights with Geoff Shattock's WorkTalk TopTips. Click here to post your TopTip.   

� What is your TopTip for Balancing Home and Work? How do you prioritise in 

such a way as to meet all your responsibilities? How do you learn to allocate time to 

the people you love? How do you stop work taking over your life? How can you learn 

to live in the present? How can you develop a sense of mission and purpose which will 

help you make wise choices?  



� WorkNet is ten years old this year and we would love to hear from you as to how 

you have received a blessing or encouragement through the ministry over these last 

ten years. Have you found a particular WakeUpCall helpful? Have you received 

ministry at a New Wine conference? Have you used WorkTalk individually or in your 

group? Have you had Sunday ministry in your church? Have you had training as an 

individual? We would love to hear birthday greetings and news from you about your 

experiences. Please visit our new Birthday Greetings page and post your greeting. 

Don't forget to also visit the TopTips page and post a tip about 'Pressure and Stress'.  

� WAKE UP CALL ARCHIVES HAS BEEN UPDATED THERE ARE NOW OVER 230 

PAST EDITIONS  

� Worktalk DVD set - Available NOW - Order your  copy of the WorkTalk DVD 

set now click here to order  

� TASTER DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO FILES NOW UP AT THE WORKTALK WEB SITE 

http://www.worktalk.org.uk  

� Wake Up Call tips - please don't reply to your Wake Up Call we do not monitor 

that address.  

 

If you want to contact WorkNet follow this contact link.  

 

If you want to unsubscribe or change your profile (email or other details)-follow the 

update your profile links on the left hand side of your Wake Up Call -we are 

generally unable to update your profile for you but have made it very easy for you do 

do it online. Note it is really important that you update your profile if you change 

your email address otherwise will not get your weekly support Thank you.  

 

Also remember to have a look at the Bible sections for the biblical background to your 

Wake Up Call  
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