
13 November 2007 

Welcome to 

Wake Up Call  

your weekly email support from WorkNet 

This 250th WakeUpCall is dedicated to Bill Stroup April 11 1937 - November 7 2007 

He opened his heart to me and the US to WorkTalk - now with his Lord in Paradise 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Roads Best Travelled Part Fourteen - The Hosanna 

Road (based on Matthew 21:1-11) 
  

Everybody likes applause. Even shy and modest people gain pleasure from 

appreciation. Some people are addicted to the adulation of the crowd.  

As some of you read this piece you can look up at certificates on your wall – official 

applause for a qualification of achievement.  

When you stop and think about applause there are in fact a variety of types. Some 

applause arises out of amusement - so the comedian is clapped after a joke. Some 

applause arises out of fear - so a dictator is applauded after a speech. Again, 

applause can come out of sycophancy – so an employer may be applauded by staff. 

Other applause can be co-ordinated as on TV shows when the board is raised 

saying “clap now”. When the clapping slows down it becomes protest or irony. 

When accompanied by cheering it can mean celebration or relief at rescue.  

The truth is that applause can be deceptive. The danger is that the recipient can 

become addicted to the sound and oblivious to its purpose.  

Such was the Hosanna road. As Jesus rode towards Jerusalem on an un-ridden 

animal, crowds turned out clapping, cheering, spreading tokens of honour in the 

path and creating an amazing cacophony of adulation.  

But what did it mean? Remember Jesus was on a mission – a work project – to 

rescue people from disastrous futures. In this moment He is deliberately drawing 

attention to Himself and provoking a rainbow of responses. Angry authorities stand 

behind adoring crowds and nervous politicians eye up the mood of the masses.  

The facts, however, speak for themselves. The same city that shouted “Hosanna” 

only a week later shouted “Barabbas”.  

A lesser man than Jesus would have been fooled by the Hosannas. In the minds of 

the crowd was a desire for the political and national freedom from the oppression of 

Rome . They wanted a material prosperity and a patriotic restoration of power.  

In the mind of Jesus was a moral and spiritual challenge creating a new way of 

living based on the principles of serving God and loving fellow human beings.  

The applause could have diverted Him from His mission. He could have milked it for 

self-centred reasons and moved to form a rebel uprising against Rome . In so doing 

He would have missed the whole point of His life and sabotaged everything He 

stood for.  

The irony, of course, is that Jesus wanted people to learn to praise Him – to 

recognise the Divine Son who was with them – but the praise should be from 

humble hearts enjoying their God not materialistic hearts wanting a war.  

Each week, month or year of your working life you will need applause, praise and 
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encouragement. There will be times when you get it. Your soul needs to be fed a 

regular diet of applause for you to survive. Starved of encouragement you struggle. 

But the lesson from the Hosanna road is to look for true approval. There is only one 

audience which can supply you with nutritious applause. It is God Himself who will 

say “You are my child, with you I am well pleased” it is the Divine Son who will say 

to you “Well done, good and faithful servant” and it is the Spirit who will whisper 

“You are a child of God – there is no condemnation” in your ear. This is worth living 

for, working for, dying for, and the only standard by which you can judge your 

performance.  

There is another ironic aspect of the Hosanna road. As you offer true praise to the 

Divine Son, laying down your tokens of honour at His feet, you become more 

satisfied and less vulnerable to your needs for accolades.  

When applause does come from employers, institutions, colleagues, friends and 

family, by all means enjoy it. But it is really the trimmings. The main course has to 

be from the Father. Happy is the person who has learned to work for real rewards 

for the best is always saved to last. After all Hosanna does mean “The Lord Saves”.  

Work well, 

Geoff Shattock 

If you would like some help reviewing your life, work or career path, we 

offer one-to-one coaching sessions for just such purposes. Please email 

comms@worknetuk.org for details. 
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Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call 

Matthew 21 v 1-11 

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at 

once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring 

them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, 

and he will send them right away." 

4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 

 

5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on 

a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.' "  

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the 

donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and 

those that followed shouted,  

"Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

"Hosanna in the highest!" 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is 

this?" 11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee."  



  

 

Wake Up News 

  

 

� If you would like to send a comment on any of your experiences with WakeUpCall 

we would love to have your feedback. Send us an encouraging testimony or comment 

on the last six years as a birthday present and we would be very grateful. Email your 

comments to comms@worknetuk.org.  

� Geoff Shattock is looking for a new PA if you are interested in exploring this 
position please send your CV to nationaldirector@worknetuk.org. You can see the 

position advertised at www.jobsearchmonitor.com under the office and business 

section.  

� Geoff Shattock is now back from Jacksonville, Florida. Thank you for your 

prayers, the trip was very encouraging.  

� If you have been in touch with Worknet by email, phone, or by ordering an item 

we will be clearing the backlog this week. Thank you for your patience.  

� We are looking for a volunteer to manage our online shop. If you would be 

interested in helping us with this it does not involve a lot of work and can be done 

from anywhere in the country. Please send an email to 

nationaldirector@worknetuk.org if you would like to discuss this with us.  

� New 'WorkTalk TopTips' pages. At the end of each month we will be working on a 

new resource to create a series of WorkTalk TopTips combining WorkNet members' 

insights with Geoff Shattock's WorkTalk TopTips. Click here to post your TopTip.   

� What is your TopTip for Balancing Home and Work? How do you prioritise in 

such a way as to meet all your responsibilities? How do you learn to allocate time to 

the people you love? How do you stop work taking over your life? How can you learn 

to live in the present? How can you develop a sense of mission and purpose which will 

help you make wise choices?  

� WorkNet is ten years old this year and we would love to hear from you as to how 

you have received a blessing or encouragement through the ministry over these last 

ten years. Have you found a particular WakeUpCall helpful? Have you received 

ministry at a New Wine conference? Have you used WorkTalk individually or in your 

group? Have you had Sunday ministry in your church? Have you had training as an 

individual? We would love to hear birthday greetings and news from you about your 

experiences. Please visit our new Birthday Greetings page and post your greeting. 

Don't forget to also visit the TopTips page and post a tip about 'Pressure and Stress'.  

� WAKE UP CALL ARCHIVES HAS BEEN UPDATED THERE ARE NOW OVER 240 

PAST EDITIONS  

� Worktalk DVD set - Available NOW - Order your  copy of the WorkTalk DVD 

set now click here to order  

� TASTER DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO FILES NOW UP AT THE WORKTALK WEB SITE 

http://www.worktalk.org.uk  

� Wake Up Call tips - please don't reply to your Wake Up Call we do not monitor 

that address.  

 

If you want to contact WorkNet follow this contact link.  

 

If you want to unsubscribe or change your profile (email or other details)-follow the 

update your profile links on the left hand side of your Wake Up Call -we are 



generally unable to update your profile for you but have made it very easy for you do 

do it online. Note it is really important that you update your profile if you change 

your email address otherwise will not get your weekly support Thank you.  

 

Also remember to have a look at the Bible sections for the biblical background to your 

Wake Up Call  

 
WorkNet, 56 Baldry Gardens, London SW16 3DJ 

T: +44 (0)20 8764 8080 

http://www.worknetuk.org/ 

comms@worknetuk.org 


