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The Roads Best Travelled Part Sixteen - The Road to 

Bethlehem (based on Luke 2:1-7) 
  

The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem is around eighty miles or probably ten 

days by foot. This particular journey, ordered by the Roman Governor, was made so 

that tax raising data could be gathered.  

But this eighty mile trip was the last leg of a journey which began in eternity past. 

Before Nazareth , Bethlehem or Rome existed, God the Son had decided He would 

do whatever it took to rescue the children of humans from self destruction.  

It is worth thinking about this journey for a moment because it gives us an insight 

into the Bethlehem road.  

First it was very difficult. Joseph, Mary and friends travelled under unpleasant 

conditions – but when you are nine months pregnant you would not get any travel 

insurance to embark on an eighty mile donkey trek. This was painful, exhausting 

and demanding.  

It certainly interrupted their plans. They would have been planning a Nazareth 

birth.  

But this journey was not about them, it was about the fact that God the Son had 

decided to be born in Bethlehem Ephratah. It was about the fact that God the Son 

was coming to the rescue – having heard the cries of the stressed, strained and 

struggling.  

But for this journey the mighty God was totally dependent on a hybrid beast, an 

exhausted young woman, and a somewhat bewildered young man.  

And this is the lesson of the Bethlehem road. God wants to show Himself. He wants 

to rescue and revolutionise lives, He wants to arrive. But to do this He makes 

himself dependent. The last leg of the journey is still entrusted to exhausted, 

bewildered humans and their various means of transport.  

When you go to your place of work you are entrusted with the last leg of an eternal 

journey. This Christmas the Son of God again wants you to help Him arrive – fresh, 

new, challenging and attractive – at a place where you can take Him and no-one 

else can.  

The task is exhausting still, inconvenient still, interrupts your plans still, and is still 

exhilarating at the end.  

You may feel like Mary, Joseph or even the Donkey but Jesus trusts Himself to you 

to get Him there – this is why He is called Immanuel – God with us – He has 

arrived, He is arriving and He will arrive. He still entrusts the arrivals into your 

fearful hands – Christmas is coming.  

Work well, 

Geoff Shattock 
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If you would like some help reviewing your life, work or career path, we 

offer one-to-one coaching sessions for just such purposes. Please email 

comms@worknetuk.org for details. 

  

  
 

©Geoff Shattock, 26 November 2007 

 

 

Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call 

Luke 2 v 1-7 

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 

the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town to register. 4 So 

Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 

the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went 

there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 

him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

  
 

Wake Up News 

  

 

� Please remember this is our month of appeal for support. Visit our Donate 

Page for giving options and thank you so much to those of you who have kindly 

given to help us keep helping people work well.  

� If you would like to send a comment on any of your experiences with WakeUpCall 
we would love to have your feedback. Send us an encouraging testimony or comment 

on the last six years as a birthday present and we would be very grateful. Email your 

comments to comms@worknetuk.org.  

� Geoff Shattock is looking for a new PA if you are interested in exploring this 
position please send your CV to nationaldirector@worknetuk.org. You can see the 

position advertised at www.jobsearchmonitor.com under the office and business 

section.  

� Geoff Shattock is now back from Jacksonville, Florida. Thank you for your 

prayers, the trip was very encouraging.  

� If you have been in touch with Worknet by email, phone, or by ordering an item 

we will be clearing the backlog this week. Thank you for your patience.  

� We are looking for a volunteer to manage our online shop. If you would be 
interested in helping us with this it does not involve a lot of work and can be done 

from anywhere in the country. Please send an email to 

nationaldirector@worknetuk.org if you would like to discuss this with us.  

� New 'WorkTalk TopTips' pages. At the end of each month we will be working on a 

new resource to create a series of WorkTalk TopTips combining WorkNet members' 

insights with Geoff Shattock's WorkTalk TopTips. Click here to post your TopTip.   

� What is your TopTip for Balancing Home and Work? How do you prioritise in 

such a way as to meet all your responsibilities? How do you learn to allocate time to 

the people you love? How do you stop work taking over your life? How can you learn 



to live in the present? How can you develop a sense of mission and purpose which will 

help you make wise choices?  

� WorkNet is ten years old this year and we would love to hear from you as to how 

you have received a blessing or encouragement through the ministry over these last 

ten years. Have you found a particular WakeUpCall helpful? Have you received 

ministry at a New Wine conference? Have you used WorkTalk individually or in your 

group? Have you had Sunday ministry in your church? Have you had training as an 

individual? We would love to hear birthday greetings and news from you about your 

experiences. Please visit our new Birthday Greetings page and post your greeting. 

Don't forget to also visit the TopTips page and post a tip about 'Pressure and Stress'.  

� WAKE UP CALL ARCHIVES HAS BEEN UPDATED THERE ARE NOW OVER 240 

PAST EDITIONS  

� Worktalk DVD set - Available NOW - Order your  copy of the WorkTalk DVD 

set now click here to order  

� TASTER DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO FILES NOW UP AT THE WORKTALK WEB SITE 

http://www.worktalk.org.uk  

� Wake Up Call tips - please don't reply to your Wake Up Call we do not monitor 

that address.  

 

If you want to contact WorkNet follow this contact link.  

 

If you want to unsubscribe or change your profile (email or other details)-follow the 

update your profile links on the left hand side of your Wake Up Call -we are 

generally unable to update your profile for you but have made it very easy for you do 

do it online. Note it is really important that you update your profile if you change 

your email address otherwise you will not get your weekly support Thank you.  

 

Also remember to have a look at the Bible sections for the biblical background to your 

Wake Up Call  
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