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The Roads Best Travelled Part Twenty - The Immanuel 

Road - Pleasure and Enthusiasm 

This advent WakeUpCall is one of a four part series focussing on the theme 

of “God with us” and will be based on Isaiah 9:6-7, 11:1-3 and Matthew 

1:23  

WakeUpCall is taking a break and will be back on the 14th January 2008  

 

The words work and pleasure are sometimes seen as describing two opposite 

activities. Work is work play is play, fun is fun work is duty, the two don’t always 

mix.  

This is a dangerous split. If you are going to devote peak hours, days, weeks, 

months and years of your life to work it would help if you enjoyed it.  

For some reading this piece work and enjoyment already combine and you love 

your job – don’t delete yet you might be able to enjoy it even more.  

For others you never have really enjoyed your work. For yet others you used to 

enjoy your work but have somehow lost interest or enthusiasm.  

The Christmas Immanuel brings with Him a large dose of zeal. It’s an old remedy 

but it conjures up the idea of commitment, vision, drive, energy and purpose. A 

zealot may even be a bit of a fanatic.  

Immanuel will mean a discovery of passion and purpose. God has designed you in 

such a way that when you operate in harmony with your design you find a deep 

satisfaction with what you are doing. If you want Immanuel’s zeal to light a fire in 

your soul He will show you how you are configured and help you figure out how to 

express your design. Be careful what you pray for – if you are secretly content with 

mediocrity stay away from the zeal of Immanuel – He has a habit of fulfilling your 

capacity which is also hard work. Immanuel also brings with Him a Spirit. This Spirit 

delights in the fear of the Lord. Christmas is certainly a season where we try to find 

and give delight. Alcohol consumption rises as the quest for pleasure consumes the 

drinker. Present giving at its best is focussed on pleasing the recipient.  

Immanuel, “God with us”, means he will want you not merely to gain a bit of 

satisfaction but actual delight on a daily basis. What is the point of working 

everyday of there is no delight? “God with you” means the Spirit will teach you how 

to combine having fun with fear of God. Fun and fear are not seen as natural 

companions. But fear of the Lord is not terror of cowering; it is to do with honour, 

respect and wisdom. When you see what the Spirit of Immanuel is showing you He 

will reveal to you the fun, pleasure and delight to be had in walking with God.  

Have a delightful Christmas and 2008. 

Work well, 

Geoff Shattock 

If you would like some help reviewing your life, work or career path, we 
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offer one-to-one coaching sessions for just such purposes. Please email 

comms@worknetuk.org for details. 

WakeUpCall is taking a break and will be back on the 14th January 2008 
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Here is some Biblical background for this week's Wake Up Call 

Isaiah 9 v 6-7 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be 

no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and 

upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever. The zeal 

of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

Isaiah 11 v 1-3 

1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 

fruit. 2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 

the fear of the Lord — 3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge 

by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 

Matthew 1 v 23 

23 "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel" —which means, "God with us."  

  
 

Wake Up News 

  

 

� If you would like to send a comment on any of your experiences with WakeUpCall 

we would love to have your feedback. Send us an encouraging testimony or comment 

on the last six years as a birthday present and we would be very grateful. Email your 

comments to comms@worknetuk.org.  

� We are looking for a volunteer to manage our online shop. If you would be 

interested in helping us with this it does not involve a lot of work and can be done 

from anywhere in the country. Please send an email to 

nationaldirector@worknetuk.org if you would like to discuss this with us.  

� New 'WorkTalk TopTips' pages. At the end of each month we will be working on a 

new resource to create a series of WorkTalk TopTips combining WorkNet members' 

insights with Geoff Shattock's WorkTalk TopTips. Click here to post your TopTip.   

� What is your TopTip for Balancing Home and Work? How do you prioritise in 

such a way as to meet all your responsibilities? How do you learn to allocate time to 

the people you love? How do you stop work taking over your life? How can you learn 

to live in the present? How can you develop a sense of mission and purpose which will 

help you make wise choices?  

� WorkNet is ten years old this year and we would love to hear from you as to how 



you have received a blessing or encouragement through the ministry over these last 

ten years. Have you found a particular WakeUpCall helpful? Have you received 

ministry at a New Wine conference? Have you used WorkTalk individually or in your 

group? Have you had Sunday ministry in your church? Have you had training as an 

individual? We would love to hear birthday greetings and news from you about your 

experiences. Please visit our new Birthday Greetings page and post your greeting. 

Don't forget to also visit the TopTips page and post a tip about 'Pressure and Stress'.  

� WAKE UP CALL ARCHIVES HAS BEEN UPDATED THERE ARE NOW OVER 240 

PAST EDITIONS  

� Worktalk DVD set - Available NOW - Order your  copy of the WorkTalk DVD 

set now click here to order  

� TASTER DOWNLOADABLE VIDEO FILES NOW UP AT THE WORKTALK WEB SITE 

http://www.worktalk.org.uk  

� Wake Up Call tips - please don't reply to your Wake Up Call we do not monitor 

that address.  

 

If you want to contact WorkNet follow this contact link.  

 

If you want to unsubscribe or change your profile (email or other details)-follow the 

update your profile links on the left hand side of your Wake Up Call -we are 

generally unable to update your profile for you but have made it very easy for you do 

do it online. Note it is really important that you update your profile if you change 

your email address otherwise you will not get your weekly support Thank you.  

 

Also remember to have a look at the Bible sections for the biblical background to your 

Wake Up Call  
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